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Dear Staff and Students,

Recently, the hottest health news is the human cases of swine influenza virus infection which have been
identified to have spread from Mexico to the United States, Canada, Israel, New Zealand & Spain. The
World Health Organization has raised the level of influenza pandemic alert from the current phase 3 to
phase 4, which is characterized by verified human-to-human transmission of an animal or human-animal
influenza reassortant virus able to cause “community-level outbreaks.” In Hong Kong, the Department
of Health of the HKSAR Government also announced the alert level being raised to serious response
level.

While there is no cause for unnecessary panic, we should however, increase our awareness of the matter.
In respect of this, the Estates Office has already posted swine flu information and guidelines on the
intranet to remind and assist colleagues and students to have a better understanding of the impending
threat. Furthermore, the regular cleaning of campus and facilities has been enhanced in particular on
the cleaning of the lift buttons and handrails, and filling of U-traps in sewage pipes etc. Instant hand
disinfectant machines have been installed at various locations within the campus for use where
necessary.

Besides, we have sent packs of masks to departments and centres. It is highly recommended to wear a
mask if you have any respiratory symptoms while at work, during lessons and on school bus, to seek
medical advice and consider taking rest at home. If you need a mask urgently, you can get one from
the Security Control Centre (A-G/F-03) or Information Centre (A-G/F-08).

It is recommended not to travel to Mexico, US or other countries with confirmed cases of infection.
Please keep the Estates Office informed if you need to travel to these countries.

We would closely monitor the development of swine flu and keep you updated from time to time. For

more information on swine flu, please access the HKIEd intranet “Hot Links: Communicable Disease
Corner”. For further information, queries or report, you are welcome to contact us at 2948 6269.
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Health, Safety, Environment and Hygiene Section,
Estates Office



